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Yatra shriman-madhurima-mayi kântireshâ jagâma
Vyâhârântang guru-karunatâ purnatâm-âgatâsit,

Vaidagdhiyang nikhila-subhagâ hanta nirvâhamâptâ
Gourângasya pranama tad-idang pâda-pâthoja-yugmam.

“Wherever Sri Gourângadev stepped, with His entrancing, sweet and resplendent form, He submerged that place completely with His Divine Pastimes - Sri Krishna-nâm-sankirtan and Sri Krishna-prem-bhakti. Aho! The mood of Sri Krishna-bhakti-rasa attained supreme height in such places. I pay obeisance unto the lotus-feet of Such Sri Gourângadev.” - (C.C.)
 Chief Editor of Guidance in Love:
108 Sri Srimat Ananta das Babaji Maharaj, Pandit and Mahant of Radhakund.
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· Holy Invocation – Our Shâstras contain many prayers that express love for Ishtadev. In this issue, we present a prayer from Sri Chaitanya Charitâmrita.
· Sri Sri Shachi-tanaya-ashtakam – Sevâ-aparâdhs are another barricade in Bhakti. All the saints and Shastras state that the only way to get rid of sevâ-aparâdhs is to sing various glorifications. (Of course, we must also beg forgiveness from Our Lordships.)  Which are the Râgânugâ hymns that we must sing daily? The minimum requirements are the glorifications of–

· Sri Vaishnav
· Sri Gurudev
· Sri Goursundar
· Sri Nityânanda Prabhu
· Sri Advaita Prabhu
· Sri Govinda
· Sri Râdhârâni
In this issue, we present ‘Glorification of Sri Goursundar - the Son of Shachi-Mâtâ’ by Srila Sârvabhouma Bhattachârya. The Bhajanânandi Vaishnavs in Radhakund recite some prayer-songs (popularly known as ‘ashtakams
’) daily on a compulsory basis.  We must try to memorize these hymns so that it is easier for us to recite them anywhere and everywhere. - Page 5
· With love from the Editor – Babaji Maharaj’s message for spiritual seekers. - Page 7
· Our sweet Lord of Love - Sri Gourhari - Glimpse into the life of our Beloved Sri Gourânga Mahaprabhu, the Love Incarnate. – Page 8
· Leelâ-smaran (Nishânta-leela) – Mahâjan Poems
· Bâsudeb Ghosh

· Balarâm dâs
 –- Page 11
· Goursundar’s beloved Deity –Sri Jagannâthdev – 
Page 13
· Saint of the month – by Afrin Rahman
Lo and behold! Vrindâdevi had kept the Gurupranâli right below the altar…. The entire village of Kâmyavan will gear up to celebrate a grand feast in honor of Siddha Srila Jay Krishna das Baba on 30 March. Let us join in. Page 15
· Sri Goursundar’s beauty – by Sri Râdhâmohan dâs –Page 21
· Sri Govinda’s beauty –  by Sri Govinda dâs – Page 22
· An Appeal – Page 23
· Bhakta-kripâ – Mail from devotees – Page 24
· Love-feasts at a glance – Your monthly Almanac- Page 25
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An ode to the Son of Mother Shachi
By

Srila Sârvabhouma Bhattâchârya
Part 1
Ujjwala-varana-gouravara-dehang 

vilasita-niravadhi-bhâva-videhang,

Tribhuvana-pâvanang kripâyâh-leshang 

tang pranamâmi cha sri shachi-tanayang.1.

Ujjwala – brilliant; varana – complexion; gouravara – golden; dehang- body; vilasita – sporting; niravadhi – continuously; bhâvavidehang – raptures all over the body; tribhuvana-pâvanang -  One Who purifies the three worlds; kripâyâh-leshang – with a hint of mercy; tang – Him (That)  pranamâmi – I pay obeisance cha – and; sri shachi-tanayang – the Son of Shachi devi.

Meaning –Lord Goursundar’s complexion is brilliant and His body is of golden color. He is full of ecstatic bhâvas that sport ceaselessly in His body (His body displays the symptoms of ecstatic bhâvas continuously). He is the One Who purifies the three worlds with a mere hint of His mercy – I pay obeisance unto That Son of Mother Shachi. 1. 
gada-gada-antara-bhâva-vikârang

durjana-tarjana-nâda-vilâsang,

Bhava-bhaya-bhanjana-kârana-karunang

Tang pranamâmi cha sri shachi-tanayang.2.

gada-gada – choked with emotion; antara - within the  heart; bhâva-vikârang – symptoms of ecstacy; durjana – evil; tarjana – fear, threaten into submission, scold, show anger; nâda -  divine sound; vilâsang – divine sport; Bhava-bhaya – fear of material suffering; bhanjana – to alleviate; kârana – cause; karunang –merciful; 

Meaning – His heart is always overflowing with ecstasy and His voice is choked with emotion. When He roars “Haribol!” in divine sport, it shoots waves of fear into every evil and inauspicious element. He is so merciful that He immediately alleviates the fear of material bondage and suffering of whosoever takes shelter unto His lotus-feet - I pay obeisance unto That Son of Mother Shachi. 2.

Arunâmbara-dhara-châru-kapolang 

indu-vinindita-nakha-chaya-ruchirang,

Jalpita-nija-guna-nâma-vinodang

Tang pranamâmi cha sri shachi-tanayang.3.

Arunâmbara-dhara – rosy lips; châru-kapolang – radiant cheeks; indu – moon; vinindita – puts to shame; nakha-chaya – nails; ruchirang – sparkling; Jalpita – glorifying; nija – own; guna – excellences; nâma – Holy Name; vinodang – amusing; 

Meaning – He is the Paragon of Beauty with His rosy lips, radiant cheeks and sparkling nails that put the moon to shame. He amuses Himself by glorifying His Own excellent qualities and Holy Name (since He is non-different from Krishna) - I pay obeisance unto That Son of Mother Shachi.3. 

Vigalita-nayana-kamala-jala-dhârang

Bhushana-navarasa-bhâva-vikârang,

Gati-ati-manthara-nritya-vilâsang

Tang pranamâmi cha sri shachi-tanayang4.

Vigalita – pouring; nayana-kamala – lotus-eyes; jala-dhârang – torrential tears; Bhushana – ornament; navarasa – the nine rasas; bhâva-vikârang – symptoms of ecstacy; Gati-ati-manthara – very slow gait; nritya-vilâsang –dancing in divine sport;
Meaning – Torrential tears of love-ecstasy pour from His lotus-eyes and He is decorated with the symptoms of the ecstasy of the Nine Rasas. He dances very slowly and gracefully (weighed down by rasa) and He looks divine - I pay obeisance unto That Son of Mother Shachi.4.
(to be concluded in the next issue)





My dear devotees, 


No pious activity can make Sri Krishna appear before us. We may get His darshan only by prem. And how do we get this ‘prem’? We can obtain it only by the kripâ of great devotees. Sri Krishna is full of ras; He is Ras – and full of wonder. This sense of wonder is the soul of ras. 
What is ‘ras’?

                    If we see something that we have never seen before - something so wonderful that we have never heard about it, never even imagined it in our wildest dreams – if such an amazing object appears before us all of a sudden, our eyes will pop out. Actually, first, our hearts will leap out; since it cannot actually do so, our eyes merely convey this feeling externally. This is ‘wonder’.
                     The Pandits call such a wonderful and supremely blissful object as ‘ras’. When a loving devotee (premik) performs sâdhanâ, he gets prem. After getting prem, when his anxiety and thirst reaches the zenith, Sri Krishna takes mercy and gives Him darshan. At this moment the premik undergoes a ‘never-before’ experience   - a wonderful realization sweeps all over him – this is ‘ras’. He feels, “Oh! I must have performed so many pious deeds, due to which I have gained this experience!” In reality, his marvelous experience is not due to any pious activity; rather it is the result of extremely intense Bhajan. 
                    We, as sâdhaks, must perform such Bhajan following all the principles of Bhajan very accurately. Then, by the mercy of Sri Gurudev and Vaishnavs, we too shall attain a state called “Ras-realization”.  After all, this is what Râgânugâ is all about.

Wishing you all the best,

Your servant

Ananta das.




The life and teachings of Sri Gourânga Mahâprabhu - the Love Incarnate

Bujhe ba nâ bujhe keho, shunite shunite seho, 

ki adbhut Chaitanya charit,

Krishne upajibe preeti, jânibe raser reeti,

Shunilei hoy boro hit.

“Sri Chaitanya Mahâprabhu’s life is so wonderful that if we hear constantly although we may not understand anything, we shall gain love for Krishna and learn the doctrine of rasa. It behooves good even if we simply hear it.”       - (C.C.2.2.76)

[A compilation of Sri Chaitanya Bhâgabat by Vyâs-avatâr Sri Vrindâvan dâs Thâkur, Sri Chaitanya Charitâmrita by Srila Krishna dâs Kavirâj Goswâmi, Sri Chaitanya Mangal by Sri Lochan dâs Thâkur and Sri Bhakti-Ratnâkar by Sri Narahari Sarkâr Thâkur]
Part 2

Astrlogers foretell the future of Baby Nimâi

Amidst all this jubilation Grandfather Nilâmbar Chakraborty ‘gupte kichhu kohilo mishrere’ – drew Jagannath Mishra in a corner and whispered into his ears –“I tell you, Mishra, this baby will become a King. ‘mahârâj-lakshan sakal lagnete kohe’ – all the stars are pointing to the same conclusion. However it is better not to let anyone know this, for now the Moslems are ruling and they may harm the baby.” Little did he realize that the Baby was – not just a King, but The King of Kings? He continued –‘bipra râjâ goude hoibek heno âchhe’ – the stars foretell that a Brahmin King will appear in Bengal. ‘Mahapurusher chinha, lagna ange bhinna bhinna, dekhi ei târibe samsare’ – I see all the signs of a great personality. I think He will deliver the world.”
We have no doubt that Nilâmbar Chakraborty was a great astrologer. He declared – “I will tell you what the stars foretell about this baby. He has such excellent qualities that my speech fails to describe him. He will be as learned as Brihaspati, the Guru of the Devatâs. In a very short time he will express innumerable talents.”

Just then ‘bipra-rupe ek mahâjan, prabhur bhabishya-bâni koroye kathan’ – a great saint appeared and started speaking –

“E shishu sâkshât nârâyan, ihân hoite sarba dharma hoibe sthâpan – this Baby is none other than Lord Nârâyan Himself. He has appeared to reestablish righteous conduct on earth. He will preach something so marvelous that He will deliver the entire world. He has come to give everybody that priceless treasure
 that even Brahmâ, Shiva and Shuka covet eternally (which means, they do not get it). 

He will be merciful and loving towards all, and everyone will be pleased to see Him. What to speak of others, even the foreigners, who otherwise hate Lord Vishnu, will worship the feet of this baby. Devotees in infinite universes are extolling His glory. Everybody, including the Brahmins, will bow at His feet. He is the embodiment of Bhâgavat
 dharma and He will always love God, Brahmin, Guru, His parents and His devotees. Just as Sri Vishnu appears to establish Dharma, this Baby too will do the same. Who can express His glory and all that the horoscope predicts? It is beyond our power to do so. You are blessed! Mishra Purandar
, you are blessed! I offer countless obeisances at your lotus feet because you have such a wonderful son. I am fortunate that I got the opportunity to calculate the horoscope of this baby. I name Him ‘Vishwambhar’
. He will also become popular as ‘Nabadweepchandra
’. In one word – He is ‘parânanda’ (Supreme Bliss).”

When Jagannâth Mishra heard this, he was overjoyed. He held the astrologer’s feet and begged – “I am a very poor Brahmin. I have nothing to offer you. All the same please accept some gift from us.” He wept and repeatedly begged the astrologer to accept something. However, he not only refused, but also caught hold of Mishra’s feet and started crying. All the onlookers cried “Hari! Hari1”. The devotees were submerged in ecstasy. The divine prediction made everyone jubilant. They cried loudly -“Jay!” Suddenly some musicians appeared and started playing mridangam, shehnâi, flute and countless other instruments. So many goddesses appeared in Shachi Mâtâ’s home carrying durvâ-grass and paddy to worship the Lord. Shachi Mâtâ was so much astonished when she saw these lustrous women. She gazed at them in wonder and forgot to ask their whereabouts –‘apurba sundari sob Shachi-debi dekhe, bârtâ jignâsite kâro nâ âishe mukhe’. She was speechless with joy when they came forward and took the dust of her lotus-feet.

Kibâ ânanda hoilo se jagannâth ghare,
Bedete anante tâhâ bornite nâ pâare.

Lok dekhe – Shachi grihe sarba nadiyây,

Je ânanda hoilo, tâhâ kohono nâ jay.

“Even the Vedas and Ananta Nâg with His infinite tongues cannot describe the happiness in Jagannâth Mishra’s house. All the people of Nadiâ are witnessing the inexpressible exultation in Shachi Mâtâ’s home on this day.”

Ki nagare, ki bâ ghare, ki bâ gangâ-tire,
Nirabadhi sarba-lok hari-dhwani kore.

Janma-jâtrâ mahotsab, nishây grahane,

Ananda koren, keho marma nâhi jâne.

“Wherever you look, whether in the city, or in the homes, or on the banks of the Gangâ – there was jubilation all around. Was it due to the grand feast of the Lord’s appearance day? Or was it due to the lunar eclipse? But one thing was sure, that every one was filled with ecstasy and no one knew why.”

At the end, Vyâs-avatâr Srila Vrindâvan dâs Thâkur blesses us with –
Gourchandra âbirbhâb shune jei jone,

Kobhu duhkho nâhi târ janme bâ marane.

“Whosoever hears the appearance of Gourachandra, he will never suffer either in life or in death.”
(To be continued)

In the next issue – Thieves steal Nimâi


Nishânta-leelâ
Rasâlas or love-languor

Nabadweep-meditation

(Bhairavi Râg
)
By
Sri Bâsudeb Ghosh
Shutiyâchhe gorâchand shayana-mandire,

Bichitra pâlanka sheja ati manohare.
“Gorâchând is sleeping in the Temple-like bedroom on an attractive and most luxurious bed.”
Âlase abasha-tanu gorâ natarây,
Ki kohobo anga-shobhâ kohone nâ jây.
“Gorâ is the best of all dancers – and now He is tired of having danced late into the night. He has left His body loose on the bed. I cannot describe how beautiful He looks at the moment.”
Megher bijuri kibâ chhâniyâ jatane,

Koto ras diyâ bidhi koilo niramâne.

“The creator (Brahmâji) seems to have carefully sieved the lightning from amidst the clouds and then built Him with lots of rasa.” 
Ati manohar shej bichitra bâlishe,

Bâsudeb ghosh dekhe monero horishe.

“Goursundar is lying on a most striking bed, His head resting on a beautiful, luxurious pillow. Poet Bâsudeb Ghosh is witnessing this with a heart overflowing with joy.”

Vrindaban-meditation
(Lalit Bhairavi Râg)

By
Sri Balarâm dâs
Shyâm sunâgar maya-mada-kunjara

Tarolo rasa-unmâde

Nuniko putoli jonu gori sunâgori

Murochholi atiabasâde.

“Shyâm – the Chief of Paramours - possessed by rasa, made such violent love like an aroused elephant. Gori (Râdhâ) the Best of all Sweethearts is soft like a doll of butter and She fainted out of exhaustion. ”
Hari hari kaichhe cholobo dhani gehâ
Nidhubono-samara-parâbhaba-kâtara

Shutali dubari dehâ.
“Hari! Hari! How will my Precious One (Râdhâ) return home? Nidhuban had transformed into a battleground of love-war where She lost the battle and now She is in a poor state. See how She is lying curled up on the bed.”

Ghana ghana chumbana dridha parirambhana

Jara podi rohu shayane,

Ambara kesha sambari nâhi pâroi

Chharamahi mudala noyone.
“He kissed Her over and over again and crushed Her in His embrace, while She lay motionless on the bed. He could not manage Her luxuriant hair and She closed Her eyes bashfully.” 
Niradaya nâho tabahin nâhi chhodayi

Bândhalo puno bhuja-pâshe,

Khina-tanu bâri dâri hiye ghumalo

Ki korobo balarama dâse.
“In spite of this, That Cruel Govinda did not leave Her. He again clasped Her in His embrace. Her slight frame was drenched in perspiration and She fell asleep on His vast bosom. What can poor Balarâm dâs do?”
Goursundar’s beloved Deity


Part 1

1509 A.D.  Some historians say – 1510 A.D. One bright fortnight in the shivering month of Mâgh, Nimâi – the beloved of Nabadweep, took sannyâs. 
chabbis batsar sheshe jei mâgh mâs,

Târ shukla pakshe prabhu korilâ sannyâs.

“The Lord took sannyâs at the age of twenty-four, in the month of Mâgh.”

Nimâi has taken sannyâs. Poor Shachi Mâtâ nearly died with worry. She had already lost her eldest son Vishwarup. Now Nimâi is following suit. How would she survive? After taking sannyâs, Goursundar wanted to leave directly for Vrindaban.  However, Shachi Mâtâ stopped Him. She said, “My dear child, Vrindaban is far from here. If you want to stay away from Nabadweep, you had better go to Neelâchal. 
Neelâchal nabadweep je ubhori dui ghar,

Lok gatâgata bârtâ pâbo nirantar.

People are always traveling from Bengal to Orissa. At least I will get your news now and then.”
Sri Chaitanyadev bowed His head before His mother’s wish and decided to stay in Neelâchal. Four intimate devotees remained with Him – Lord Nityananda, Jagadânanda Pandit, Swarup-damodar Pandit and childhood friend Mukunda Datta. Puri had only one attraction for Srimanmahâprabhu. He was madly in love with Sri Krishna. And Who was Jagannâth dev, if not Krishna? Jagannâth dev is Goursundar’s beloved –and Gourhari is our beloved. We would like to present Jagannâthji in some different attires and moods – somewhat different from His ‘normal look’.
First, let us take darshan of His famous Nâgârjun-vesh. Lord Jagannâth dons this attire only if the Full Moon day comes on the sixth day from Ekâdashi. This is very rare. Once this day came after 38 years, in 1993. The crowd of devotees was overwhelming. Naturally. Why does Jagannâthji wear this look? Once a Buddhist Pandit came to Puri and said Lord Jagannâth is actually Lord Buddha. The scholars of that time held a debate. The Hindu Pandits versus the Bauddha Pandit. They selected Gajapati Raja as the judge. The Raja brought a basket covered with a lid. He had a snake placed in the basket. When he asked the Bauddha Pandit, what was there in the basket, he answered correctly, whereas the Hindu Pandits did not. The Hindu Pandits began to pray to Lord Jagannâth to save their reputation. After this, the Raja asked the Bauddha Pandit two more questions, but surprisingly, he was not able to give the correct reply. Of course, we know that it was Lord Jagannâth’s doing. After all, He has to keep up His reputation as ‘Bhakta-vatsal’
, does He not? However, the Buddhist Pandit had the last laugh – since Jagannâthji dressed in this special attire to commemorate the victory of His devotees, who called it ‘Nâgârjun-vesh’. The Buddhist Pandit’s name was Nâgârjun.
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Nâgârjun–vesh of Lord Jagannâth
 Lord Jagannâth’s divine pastimes are infinite. Once a year he dresses as ‘Râdhâ-Dâmodar’. Needless to state that it is in the most auspicious Vaishnav-month, Dâmodar. How did this look originate? Well, please wait for the next issue of Guidance in Love.







Our sweet Lord is playing hide and seek with two devotees (How naughty of Him)! He came from Bengal to Vrajadham to meet one devotee and now He is refusing to return to Bengal from Vrajadhâm. Sri Krishna has rejected one’s sevâ and now He is eager to accept sevâ from another devotee. He is extricating Himself from Sri Naval Kishor Goswâmi and the person whom he is joining is Sri Jay Krishna Das Babaji Maharaj.

Sri Naval Kishor had come for Braj-darshan with his Deity Sri Radha-Madanmohanjiu. However, he is returning alone. Last night Sri Radha-Madanmohanjiu has ordered him in a dream - “I am contented with your sevâ. Now I will accept sevâ from this Babaji. I refuse to leave this place.”  So now he is going, leaving his Deity with Sri Jay Krishna Das Baba. He had been staying with Baba in his Bhajan-kutir for some days. While leaving Sri Naval Kishor Goswâmi was crying his heart out - he had suddenly lost all his riches. Tears flowed like a river from Jay Krishna das Baba’s eyes also. He was not used to getting rich overnight. He could not bear the happiness. Sri Sri Radha-Madanmohan was watching this scene quietly, looking innocent and helpless.

This proves that we do not have to find Sri Bhagavan. Sri Bhagavan finds his devotees Himself. We nourish the desire of getting darshan of the Lord; the Lord has an even greater desire to give us His darshan. We are eager to pray to Sri Bhagavan with all our heart and soul but more than that Sri Bhagavan is anxious to get sevâ from us. When we serve Sri Bhagavân lovingly, He is extremely happy. He gains a pleasure He does not experience even in Vaikuntha - that is why He comes to Prithvi Lok as Sri Vigraha to receive our sevâ.
Sri Bhagavan likes to get close to a devotee and then to another – He loves to play hide and seek. However, we alone know what the devotees suffer due to this game. Moreover, it comes on them all of a sudden, without any warning. When He wishes to accept sevâ from a devotee, then it is all of a sudden and without a notice, He disappears again. In the game, Sri Bhagavan neither wins nor loses but the devotee is completely shattered. 
Sri Radha-Madanmohan started living happily with his servant Sri Jay Krishna Das Baba in Kâmyavan. After some days, by the desire of Sri Radha-Madanmohan one young Babaji came and started living with Sri Jay Krishna das Baba. He impressed Baba with his soft behavior and sevâ. Baba took mercy on him and decided to impart Râgânugâ teaching. He asked him, “Do you have Guru-pranâli?”

The young Babaji replied, “I do not know what Guru-pranâli is and never asked my Guruji about it!”

“The Gurudev of Râgânugâ Bhajan always gives Guru-pranâli to his disciple”, explained Jay Krishna das Baba. He added, “Guru-pranâli tells the disciple about his Guru-Paramparâ
, his Gurudev, Param-gurudev
, Parâtpar-gurudev
 and most important – about his Siddha-pranâli
.” 

The young Babaji was impressed with this knowledge and followed Baba’s instructions. Baba told him all about the madhur-lilas
 and the sweetness of Râgânugâ Bhajan. He told him to get his Guru- Pranâli from Gour mandal
. Hearing this young Baba started crying for he did not want to leave Jay Krishna Baba.
In those days, there was no train service in Mathura. To reach Gour Mandal one had to go via Hâthras. One morning, Jay Krishna Das Baba bade farewell to the young Baba in a sad mood. The young Baba started crying, but proceeded to obey his Shikshâ-guru’s command. He had to catch the train at night from Hâthras. He knew that as soon as he got into the train he would die. If he did not board the train then also he would die out of not having obeyed Baba’s orders. From both the sides he was very helpless. So, from the depth of his heart he started calling out to Râdhârâni and Vrindâdevi - “He Râdhârâni! He Vrinde! You definitely know my state, then why are you pushing me away from Your lotus- feet? Bless me O Kripâmayi
, that may I die before I sit in the train.” 

How could Râdhârâni ignore such heart-rending prayer? He did not have to step in the train. He was already late and missed it, which left him with no option but return. There at night Vrindâdevi scolded Jay Krishna Das Baba in his dream - “Why did you send him away? His Guru-pranâli is lying right under the altar – go and see.”
Jay Krishna Das Baba woke up from his sleep and started weeping. He begged Vrindâdevi to forgive him. Immediately he took a shower and went to the temple. Lo, behold! Here was the Guru-pranâli lying on the Deity’s throne! He was overwhelmed with bhâv. He picked it up and started caressing it. As he thought of Vrindâdevi’s mercy, he became stupefied - almost on the verge of falling down. With a sinking heart, he begged Vrindâdevi to bring back the young Baba. Then he returned to his hut and engaged in his daily service, but his mind was absorbed wit the young Baba. “He must have sat in the train, it must have gone far away by now; he was crying his eyes out while leaving, who knows whether his tears have stopped or not, I have committed so many aparâdhs by sending him out of Braj” he mused sorrowfully to himself. The whole day passed in grief and he touched neither water nor food.

 Just before the evening, he saw the young Baba coming back. His heart leapt with joy and he was surprised. The young Baba was hungry, thirsty and very weak as he was scared of having disobeyed his Guru.  He wept and fell right down at Babaji’s feet. Babaji took him in his arms and drenched him with tears streaming from his eyes and asked- “Why did you return?” The young Baba begged for forgiveness, as he was feeling as very guilty fro not having obeyed his Master’s command. Babaji then told him about Vrindâdevi’s mercy and consoled him. After this incident, Babaji became famous in Braj as ‘Siddha Jay Krishna Das Baba’.

When did he come to Braj? And from where? Who was his Guru? We cannot presume in this matter but one thing was sure that he was from the family of Sri Gangâ Mâtâ Goswâmini
. By the order of Vrindâdevi, Babaji did Bhajan on the banks of Vimalâkund in Kâmyavan. After few days, Gopa boys started harassing him. He thought –“I will leave this place.” However, the villagers loved him so much that they refused to let him go. They made a special hut for him, in which he did Bhajan all day long. He left the hut only once a day for Mâdhukari
. All day and night, he used to chant Harinâm. He did not sleep even for a second. My good readers may not believe this, but it is not surprising because sleeping is the nature of the material body. The saints who always dwell in their Siddha-deha - for them there is nothing such as sleeping or being awake. Babaji shed tears, reminiscing about Priya-Priyatam
. At times, he used to moan so loudly yet humbly that even the sky was shattered. Records say that once when he moaned it was so heart-rending that it pierced the roof of the hut and it is visible to this day.
Siddha Jay Krishna Das Babaji had a magnetic personality. People from far got attracted towards him. Moreover, once if a devotee got close to him he would not leave him.

Siddha Baba’s hatred for money, respect and glory

Kâmyavan was under the King of Bharatpur. The Raja wanted to take darshan of Siddha Babaji. Although he tried hard, he did not succeed, since Babaji neither appreciated nor accepted material people. One day the Raja disguised himself in rags and sat in front of Siddha Baba’s hut. Babaji had gone out for Mâdhukari.  While he was returning, he suddenly went back to the village and started screaming, “Hear o villagers! My hut is on fire! Please put if off, only then can I enter.” 

Babaji did not budge from the village while the villagers went to the hut and saw that there was no fire but only the Raja in disguise. They understood what Babaji wanted to convey. The villagers told the Raja very softly, “Maharaj! A devotee is more determined than a king is. ” The Raja returned with a broken heart. Finally, Babaji entered his hut, he purified the place by washing it with cow dung dissolved in water and only then, he sat down to pray.

The Raja did not mind at all, as he was a servant of the Vaishnavs. After this incident, the Raja started feeling more humble and considered it Babaji’s mercy. 
One fine day, in the afternoon as he was doing his Antarangâ sevâ (confidential service)  infinite numbers of cows and Gopa boys had appeared from all four directions near Vimalâkund. They rapped on his door and shouted “Baba! We are thirsty! We want some water!”  The Gopa boys disturbed him everyday. So he sat in his hut, but then the Gopa boys made a big noise. They hit the door and called out, “Bengali Baba! We know you are inside and doing your Bhajan. You heartless Baba! You are a butcher! Arre! Come out of your hut and give us water. We are thirsty.” Baba became restless and came out with a stick. What he saw made his temper vanish completely. He saw an array of Gopa boys and cows - all beautiful and unique! He asked lovingly - “Lallâ
! Which village have you come from?”

“Nandgâv Te
!” answered the boys.

“What is your name?” he asked one of the boys.

“Kanhaiya” he answered.

“Lallâ, your name?” he asked another.

“Baldâu.”

Then the boys hastened him—“First give us water and then talk to us.” 

Baba gave them water in an earthen pot very lovingly.

The boys cautioned him -“Listen Baba! We come from far and we have to go back- all thirsty and hungry. So you better keep some prasâd and water for us,” said the boys. 
“Oh! I can’t manage so much everyday.” As he said this, he walked away into his hut.

Once inside, he started thinking - “I have never come across such unique Gopa boys and cows. Nor did I hear such sweet voice! Were these people from this planet itself?” As he was thinking, he went out of his hut and found that there was no trace of either any Gopa boy or any cow. 

Babaji became very upset and started thinking of the last sentence they spoke. He felt that, Sri Krishna was offended by him which made him very upset and depressed.
That very movement Sri Krishna appeared and consoled him. He said, “Baba don’t be sad, I’ll come to you tomorrow.” Now his heart became light.
Next day an old woman from Braj came to his hut with a Gopal-vigraha. She said, “I can’t serve Gopal now, you do the needful.” 

“How can I serve him? From where will I get all offerings?” asked Baba.

“I shall bring the necessary items for you everyday.” She went away saying this. 

Gopalji’s sweet allure overwhelmed Babaji. That very night he saw the old woman in his dream. She was none other than Vrindâdevi. Gopal has very strange rules! Even when someone beckons Him, he does not go. And sometimes no one calls him and He goes there, even if the person looks the other way. All the saints resign to their fates after calling out to Him - they don’t get his darshan even in meditation, but his devotees who do not call him, Gopalji goes to them and stubbornly refuses to leave. So Krishna applied the same rule to Babaji. Had he not warned the Gopa boys? “Do not come here and harass me.” So now, He sat stubbornly right in front of him and refused to budge from there. 
After this Babaji served Gopal wholeheartedly everyday. Siddha Baba left the material body and entered the Divine Pastimes in his siddha-swarup on Chaitra Shuklâ Dwâdashi (this year on 30th March).

He heard the Notes of the Divine flute and could not resist any more. He dressed up in a gharârâ and dupattâ and rushed where They needed him. His last words were - “Where is my lahenga
? Where is my fariyâ and angiyâ
?” Babaji was all ready to join the abhisâr.





The adolescent Moon of Nabadweep


(Vibhash Râg)

Vande vishwambhara pada-kamalam,

Khandita-kali-yuga-jana-malam-amalam. (Repeat)

Saurabha-karshita-nija-jana-madhupam,

Karunâ-khandita-viraha-vitâpam.

Nâshita hridgata-mâyâ-timiram,

Vara-nija-kântyâ jagatâm-achiram.

Satata-virâjita-nirupama-shobham,

Râdhâ-mohana-kalita-vilobham.

Meaning –“I pay obeisance unto the pure lotus-feet of Sri Gourânga. They clean the abundant sins of Kaliyug. They attract their honey-bee-like dear ones (Gour-devotees) with their fragrance and alleviate their pangs of viraha
 with their compassion. They swiftly destroy the darkness of ignorance (Maya) in the heart with their bright luster. Their incomparable beauty is constantly visible – and this is arousing intense greed in poet Râdhâmohan.”




Anjana-ganjana

jaga-jana-ranjana
Jalada-punja jini boronâ,

Tarunâruna-thala-

kamala-dalâruna

Manjira-ranjita-charanâ.

Dekho sakhi nagara-râja birâje,

Shudhai sudhâ-ras

haso bikâsito

Chând molino bhelo lâje.

Indiboro-boro-

garaba-bimochana

Lochana-manmatha-kânde,

Bhau-bhujaga-pâshe

bândhalo kulabati

Kula-deboti mon kânde.

Bhramara-karambito

jânu-bilambito

Keli-kadambaka mâlo,

Gobinda dâs-chite

niti niti bihoroi

Ichhana murati rasâlo’

Meaning – “His complexion puts mascara to shame and is like a mass of fresh clouds. It is so beautiful that it enchants everyone in the world. Beautiful anklets decorate His feet that are rosy like the Dawn and rosy like the land-lotus.
Look sakhi, He is the Chief of all Paramours – when He laughs He pours out pure honey – like ras. He is so radiant and nectarine that when the moon sees Him he turns pale with embarrassment.
He crushes the pride of a gorgeous blue-lotus and His beautiful eyes make the Love-god cry. His eyebrows are serpents that coil tightly around honorable women and make the family Deity cry –‘Alas! He has looted our Honor! (I could not protect it).’ He drapes Himself on a Love-sporting Kadamba tree
 like a garland, with bent knees, like a black-bee. This black-bee – this Form of Ras - it hovers everyday in poet Govinda das’s heart.”



Dear Vishakha, 

Thank you for your mail. We have conveyed your good will to Vishnu Das. We hope you will continue to encourage and bless us.

Dear Minaxi,
Thank you for your suggestion. We have used a more clear font this time. Hope you are satisfied. If not, please do mail us and let us know.

Dear Krishnapada das,
Thank you for your suggestion. From this issue onwards we shall include more about Leela-smaran. Hope you will be glad. Please do continue to shower your kripâ on us.






(16 Mar -14 Apr)
N.B. - We fast from one sunrise to the next and must always break fast after sunrise.  For eclipse, please refer your regional calendar.
Tithi – Phase of the moon.

	
	
	
	

	Date
	Day
	Tithi
	Love-feast

	16 Mar
	Fri
	Dwâdashi
	Break fast before 9:46 a.m. Grand Feast in honor of Sri Haridas Baba’s Disappearance day in Nandagram

	19 Mar  
	Mon
	Somavati 
Amâvasyâ
Partial Solar Eclipse
	Grand Feasts in honor of Mahant Sri Râsbihari Baba’s (Nutan Mandir, Govardhan)and Sri Sanatan dâs Baba’s Disappearance Day 

	20 Mar 
	Tue
	Dwitiyâ
	Grand Feast in honor of Sri Nityananda Baba’s Disappearance Day 

	22 Mar
	Thu
	Chaturthi
	Grand Feast in honor of Sri Kunjadâs Baba’s Disappearance Day 

	26 Mar
	Mon
	Ashtami
	Grand Feasts in honor of Sri Abhirâm Thâkur, Sri Rabindranâth Bhaktitirtha (Vrindaban)and Sri Madhusudan dâs Baba (Sri Râdhâraman Bhajanâshram, Radhakund) Disappearance Day 

	
[image: image4]27 Mar
	Tue
	Sri Sri Râm-navami
	Fast, Sri Râmchandra’s Abhishek at 12 p.m.

	28 Mar
	Wed
	Dashami
	Break fast between 8:24 and 10:48 a.m.

	29 Mar
	Thu
	Sri Kâmadâ Ekâdashi
	Fast

	30 Mar
	Fri
	Dwâdashi
	Break fast before 9:39 a.m. Grand Feasts in honor of Siddha Sri la Jaykrishna dâs Baba (Kâmyavan) and Sri Sakhicharan dâs Baba’s Disappearance Day 

	31 Mar
	Sat
	Trayodashi
	Grand Feast in honor of Mahant Sri Gourânga dâs Baba’s Disappearance Day 

	02 Apr


	Mon
	Purnima
	Sri Sri Râdhâ-Krishna’s Vasanta-Râs Yâtrâ (Spring time Râs Dance) 

	05 Apr
	Thu
	Tritiyâ
	Grand Feast in honor of Sri Yamunâ dâs Baba’s Disappearance Day (Radhakund)

	10 Apr
	Tue
	Saptami
	Grand Feast in honor of Sri Advaita dâs Baba, Gourdhâm Colony, Radhakund

	13 Apr
	Fri
	Sri Varuthini Ekâdashi
	No Fasting

	
14 Apr
	Sat
	Dwâdashi
	Fast

	15 Apr
	Sun 
	Trayodashi
	Break Fast between 8:24 and 10:48 a.m.
Mahâ-vishuv Sankrânti (Feast)
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In this issue





Krishna puje baishnaber nâ kore pujan,


Kobhu nâhi hoy krishner prasâd-bhâjan.





“The one who worships Sri Krishna, but does not worship the Vaishnavs, will never get His mercy.”





- (Sri Vishnu Purân)

















“He Nârad, the five letters of Kâm-beej are the five flower-arrows of the Divine Love-god Sri Krishna. Please listen – ‘ka’ is Mango flower, ‘la’ is  Ashok flower, ‘i’ is Mallikâ flower, the half-moon is the Mâdhavi flowerand the dot is Bakul flower. Together they make up the five ‘pushpa-bân’ or flower-arrows.”


- Sanat-kumâr Samhitâ





Sri Lalitâ devi’s  bio-data –





Birthday – Ekâdashi in the bright fortnight in the month of Shrâvan


Age – 14 years, 3 months, 12 days.


Father’s name – Ashok


Mother’s name – Shâradi


Husband’s name – Bhairav-gop


Village – Karelâ


Complexion – Yellow dye prepared from the bile pigment og the cow (Gorochanâ) 


Dress – Peacock-feathers


Sevâ – Betel-leaf (tâmbul)


Mood – Khanditâ (hot-tempered)


Place of sevâ – The Lalitânandad flower-grove that is shaped like a thousand-petalled lightning colored lotus





My dear sweet Râgânugâ devotees, how are you enjoying your Leelâ-smaran? Please do write and let us know. We would love to share your experiences with everyone. And why just that? We would also like to publish your poems, limericks, realizations, sketches and paintings, humor or any other Râgânugâ sentiment – a perfect ‘Rasâlâ’ as Goursundar would have put it. So, please forgive us for all the countless mistakes and please mail us, but do not forget to shower your blessings and kripâ.





Till our next meeting “Râdhe Râdhe!”
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Sri Dhameshwar – The Lord of Nabadweep


( Sri Bishnupriyadevi’s personal Deity in His Birth Day attire)


Vishnu Issue


(16 Mar ‘07 – 14 Apr ‘07)








I liked the article by Vishnu das.  – from Vishakha dasi.
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 The letters in the boxes are not so clear. � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://images.freewebs.com/Images/Smilies/Round/sad.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���Next time pl use more clear fonts. – from Minaxi





Dear Guidance in Love,


Although you claim to be a 100% Raganuga magazine, there is very little about Leela-smaran. Please could you rectify it?


-from Krishnapada das





We are very sad to inform you that our beloved brother Sri Radhacharan das met with a car-accident while he was in Hongkong. This happened in the festive season of Sri Gour Purnimâ. He fractured his ankle and had to undergo an operation. By the mercy of Sri Gurudev and Vaishnavs, he is recouping nicely.





Brother Radhacharan and his wife Srimati Krishnamayi dasi have shown great courage and faith during this hard time. They have proved excellent devotees. We appeal to all the devotees to pray to the great and munificent Lord Sri Goursundar to shower special mercy on the highly devout couple.











� A poem or song that contains eight principle verses


� Pure devotional practice in Manjari-bhâv


� The natural religion of the soul, which is to love the Supreme Personality and all that He contains.


� Another name for Jagannâth Mishra


� Vishwa – the entire creation; Bhar – the One Who carries, supports and maintains.


� The moon of Nabadweep


� Râg – a particular arrangement of notes in music. It is set  according to the time during the day.


� One Who loves His devotee


� The line of bona fide Gurus


� The Spiritual Master of the Spiritual Master


� The Spiritual Master of the Spiritual Master of the Spiritual Master


� Manjari-swarup and eleven bhâvas of the devotee as well as those of the previous Gurus.


� Sweet, confidential pastimes of Gour-Govinda lilâ


� Bengal


� Merciful One


� The daughter of Lord Nityânanda and Vasudhâ devi


� Begging a small amount from five houses. The word literally means ‘honey-collection’, meaning ‘to collect alms in the same manner as honey bees collect honey without upsetting the flower in any way.’


� Beloved Sri Krishna and His Sweetheart Sri Râdhârâni


� A loving address for a small boy


� From Nandagrâm


� skirt


� Fariya and angiya – bordice and upper cloth


� separation


� He always stands near a Kadamba tree and live-sports. Therefore the Gopis have come to associate the Kadamba tree with Love-sports and refer to it as ‘keli-kadamba’ instead of simply ‘kadamba’.
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